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In talking over aspects of sea canoeing lately with a number of paddlers it seened
tha.t hre ought to run a get-together over the sunmer. Having been j.n thls game
before and faced with a fack of nunbers on the day, it would be necessary to get
a prlliminary response fron paddlers before r^re advance too far into the planning
stages. Thoughts to date is for a r,reekend of acti.on over Waitangi day, or is it
New Zealand day? Anlway - we would get started on saturday afteinoon on Eebruary
1+ f989 and run the events over Sunday 5 and finish Monday 6 february. Venue wifl-
be from the Mapua Leisure Park which is at the river/estuary entrance to the
wainea Estuary and within easy reach of the Abel rasman coast. The weekend wourd
consist of nanufacturers showing off their equlpment - kayaks, paddles etc and
havlng these avail-able for people to try out. The evening would have a selection
of videos, films etc. Sunday would be given over to a range of instruction
workshops on various aspects of sea kayaking. Paul caffyn has agreed to run some
of these for us. sunday night r^rilI be a safety discussion. Monday will round out
the practical aspecis. A trlp around the Abel Tasman coast could then be planned
for the renainder of the ue"k, or for the more adventurous - a Dturville rsl-and
trip. The actual- workshops have not been planned but we could cover such things
as rescue systens, night paddling, kayak sailing etc. Unless we get a Northerly
gale we r^riLL not have surf to play about in. Costs; as we will- need to cover the
costs of our instructors etc. we w1l-I have to have a reglstration fee of around
$50 - $75 for the weelcend. So that rJe can guage lnterest please complete the
enclosed form and return as soon as possible. Unless we can get two dozen people
at this stage we r^riIl not go any further. If you do complete the form, thls r.r1l_1
not comnit you to coming.

Wel1, enough of that. Bevan Walker is a sea kayaker from Ne16on who has done a
great deal of paddling over the fast ten years or more and has probably covered
more mil-es than any other paddler than Paul Caffyn. The remainder of thls newsletter
is given over to two trips, to DrUnri-1fe Island and to Fiordfand in a folding kayak
accompanied by Nora Ifighi, who has written these accounts.

_o0o_

August, I didnrt know much about the sea before this trip, so here goes an un-cool
account of my eight day encounter with this flckLe creature. The craft is a folboat,
a double folding kayak made in South Carolina, about twenty years ago, bright red
with a blue hufl, nicknaned Big:bird. The crew, ne, and my buddy Bevan ruho is a bit
ur a 5ed uo6.

l{e depart Tuna Bay, Tennl'son fnfet at 11am on Sunday and have r.onditions nostly wlth
us to a beach by Harding ?oint. The tide is r^,ith us as rre cruise on past the
chetr'.ode rslands the nexi norning, almlng for the Jag Rociis sitting on the calm sea.
Tr^ro hours to these wonderful hunks of rock in the middle of no-where, then onto
Bi11y-Hook Bay r+ith alterrat,ing head r^'inds and oil;r-calmnsss. A qurck snack there,
then around the notorious Cape Sterrens r^rith its ominous square holed rock and the
Sisters. An out-going tiie slows our approach to Port Hardy, but we reach the
charming May Island i..each vith its Lush natirre bush and weiras in time to pitch camp
before dark.
Tuesdav brings rain but good conditions for paddling out of Port Hardy. hre paddle
up the South Arm, adnirlng the bush, collect water, then head out around i'lile Head
to Otu Bay. We could do nany miles today with the tide and sr^relL behind us, but
decide to camp in Otu Bal/ instead. We land in rain on a little ripple of a wave,
pitch the tent and listen to the rain. fn tL,o hours al-I we can hear is the
continuous roar of the three-four foot surf on the beach that we had landed on.
Surprislng the speed cf change. Wednesday is a tent day due to the rough conditions
on both sea and land. Thursday fooks much improved so we charge through a bit of
surf with the odd curler. Bevan got. an eye ghacked with a paddle in the excitement.
The joys of doubfe kayaki:re !
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Out around Bottle Point the water is seething and angry, deflnitely not the place
for our chuncky kayak. It is no place for a land-lubber like me either - those
three metre breakers are monstrous. So it is a compulsory bread-making and report
writing afternoon on a smooth stoney beach with heaps of firewood. The stones
glowed red-hot under our camp-fire that nlght.
We saw a ship going past early this morning, Iriday. Were getting to the stage of
dreaming up schemes to hitch a ride by aL1 manner of ingeneous means, 1tti1l we ever
get around Bottle Point? It seems that the best advice when travefling along
exposed coasilines is to make the most of good conditions while you have got them.
At mid-day the wind seemed to have dled down, plus the tide had turned so that the
waves shoufd be less steep at the point, out we go. Through the neck of the Bottle
alded by a bit of tap-danclng on the rudder foot controls by the grim sailor in the
stern. We woul-dnrt have wanted the surge to push us onto the rocks 1n the neck.
l{e spend the next three hours being pushed by the swel1, current and wind to arrive
at Te Puna Bay by the Souihern tip of DrUrville - 22km, not bad. Since it 1s stlLt
rainj-ng Berran 6sgi6.. to experiment r.uith pitching his tent by putting the f1y up

Saturday we do the usuaf beach scarrenge then head over to Crolsilles Harbour. A nice
1j-tt1e head wind makes me start to think seriously of beech forests and tussock slopes
At feast ruith tramping you donrt'get blor^rn backwards. Anyway, this wasnrt that bad,
but we land on Goat Island in the entrance of the harbour - a glorous wee island
covered wlth bush and surrounded by a rocky reef. lale collected paua and mussels,
these latter being the fattest and most plentiful I have seen outside a mussel farm,
With a dying wind and i-ncoming tide we head around Cape Soucis, and since the lrhim
takes uso land at Oananga Bav. It saw the biggesi bonfire ever on its beach that
night.
Pot+ered by the last of our Tararua biscuts we charge out onto a calm sea on this last
morning, around ltrhangamoa Head to Peppin Island. There are mutterings from the stern
about sunbaihing on deck, but luckily it is stil1 goose-pimply warm. rrle 1and at
llefson l{arbour at 5.lOpm,

I:iTO THE LAND 0F 'IIATER

1 remem'cer the feelins of loss as the floatpfane ffew awa)r leaving us stranded on a
rapirily dr,iindling heach in fiont of a luxurlous beech forest, surrounded by noun,,ains
and ihe sound of tl're rcarlng Lraterfall outfet of Lake hlldgeon. This l,ras the very
head of Long Sound, bottor-lrost fiord in Fioroland on a sparklin; sunny day tn ear'ly
Septerbsr" Bpfore we cou-'C ponder on our situaticn too nuch, we -,,hrew ourselves
upon t,he rasli of assemblinq our trustworthy loiboat, and just loajed to oursti:rg
uith all sorts cf goodie-.. The slight feeling of panic a-r, alf .lli.t: gear l.ra.s consoled
hv the rl,ought oi r,he bul,:i' fresh fruit and veges r.re had fo]' the ilrsi iieel(.
iie tortered ion'n to Last love ani made canD next to a smal_L strea:l in t,ne busil.
lhl--rr;,;our. rL6 rFi: w^ :' :::i si=--.: or' 16cpnr.! cr older,ur:a:- si.-:-: de:l rr::.. -.:-_19,

rones, buoys, tracl.rs, wrecrage " ,ire feast,ed on plump f i1f ets of ccd -r,ltar nign-. as i^re

a1C for many lunch and er;ening meals ahead. Quite of'r,en i-t seemei it ivas better
fishing deeper witi:in the ficrds"
1',lr-. rn'ere luckl,', uea.then'ise. i.rith iire next six days r,rith the odd patches oi rain bul
no strong trinds. Our ft'st morning Lre port,aged some food over flom Long Sour:d to
',,he head of Cunarts Souni. via a cut track, Then we traddfed to the hlst,.rrac -Lo1.rns

of Cromartv and Te Oneroa. boih being gold-maning tovns an the lt6rlts. There :t-ore
a fer,r fishing boats at Cronarty, but no sign of life. This site rs nor.r -ravin: a
huntlng lodge built there. iJe slent the night in a tidy Par.ks 3oard rAr lrane hut
at Te Oneroa "

Wednesday ure visited Puyseeur Poirt. Some people r+ere in ihe process of cu1]-:ng cior,rn
an o1d house, as the li::hrhouse has become ohsofel,e. The afternoon sat+ us raic!-rng
across Preservation Infet to Cording Islands, being lntercepted bi, numerous frshing
boats vho couldnrt bellerre their eyes hen seeing us, and r,rondered if we .;nei,' -urhat

we were doing. We fii. our easiest, fire cf the whole trip on thts tsland 3nd aisc
had the feast number of s:ndflies per souare cm of body out of ai our camns.
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Thursday after a bit of a tiki tour around some of the historic sites we slipped
around the slop at Gulches Head and into chalky rn1et. A feeling of getting well

during wtrich time lre tried six tines to [et t! tne passage, had heavy hail and snow

underuray with the trip was now with us and we were even optimistic th;t the weather
would hofd out until r^re reached Dusky. wh11e looking for a campsite we paddled very
cl-ose to two unsuspecting pigs merrify rooting up a beach. our campsite had fots oipig sign a1so. }'Ie vi.sited sma1l craft Harbour rsland the next morning, then up into
cunari.s sound and caught the fuII tide to take us up to our food dumpl Again we had
a loaded canoe' so vows were nade to eat like kings for the next few days. Back up
cunaris and around into the impressive Edwardson sound where we made carp on a steep
stoney beach with a cave at one end. The cave provided us with dry flrewood..
unfortunately the weather started to deteriorate on the saturday. !,Ie paddled up to
the head of the sound and caught sone good sized fish, then headed baci into " thop.
0n the return we decided to call- it a day and crossed a snalr river bar into a
sheltered landing by a tiny beach. sundayrs breakfast was a slow affair as it was
a blustery and rai:ry dayo however we were off by lIan and within tlro hours were into
the shelter of North Port behind Great rsland, As vrith many occasions on the trip,f was surprised at how dramatic a change in L/ind and. water conditions a headlan6 or
island could make - from a steep chop wlth wj-nd gusts to oily calnness and no wind,all within netres.
North Point had a lot of boat moorings and the ts.s. stellar a ground.ed boat used as awharf. we made camp just past North Port, a rising headr^rind and l-unp foiling our
attempt to reach Landing Bay. lltre reached Landing Bay the next day, tut not without
a few apprehensive nonents. Just out frorn our cimp we took a widl berth around
Breaker Point with its big curlers snoking and roaring horribly uhere we could see
that our destination dld not Look too landabfe. Smoking r^raves seened to stretch
unbnoken fron one end to another. But, getting closer we saw one corner that had a
break in the smokers - so lre headed for that. Thus we safely negotiated the reef
across the front of this bay. }fe spent a week here, cornbing the beaches on the main
coastline, exploring Cape Providenceo and looking at the r^raves. Three nights vere
spent amongst the nud of an estabrished f]y camp, then we discovered Gronors cave,
used first by the Maoris, then sealers, then the occasional paua collector and
hermits, an now us. A palace with tables, chairs, shelveso beds, fireplace, and
dry wood and a shower.

so by Monday week the Nor-west storm had passed and we were bressed with a perfect
day; a slight southerly breeze with a two meter swell and none of the ominous looking
grey cloud bank on the horlzon. We krere poised ready for this day and we flew.
Getting around Cape Providence took longer than expected as we trivelled a fair r^ray
out from it. At one point a capping wave reared up 30m to our sid.e, which mad.e us
burn up a few extra ealories. hre traveLl-ed between 1 to 2 kilometers out from the
fou headlands in the line of the cray buoys. An lncreasing talr wind denranded the
utmost concentration f"om the rudder controLler. Dusky sound was a sj.ght we will
never forget; sun and skudding cloud anongst big peaks, opening out to row hi1Is and
domed islands r^rith the blue choppy sea underlinlng the whole pinorama.
We sheltered between Anchor and the Many Islands and felt a great relief to be there-five hours from Landing Bay to here. Definitely the climax of our trip.
At l,uncheon cove we luxuriated in the hospitarity of a generaous cray-fisherman fora day, then off into the crappy weather for a look around. pigeon and parrot rsrands
and Iacile Harbour. Then screeched across to the other side of Dusky with strongtail- wind gusts to the relative shelter of pickersgill Harbour. A rough hut at
Cascade Cove sheltered us that night. Three fishernen and a crate of 6eer arrived
by row boat at nidnight and entertained us into the wee hours.
we tail-wlnded down cooks Passage to supper cove the next day; 1t felt like coming
home. _After tuo days of enjoying the conforts of the cove ana the good fishing,
we headed up Dusky and around into Acheron Passage. Dolphins frollcked in front of
us for a whi-Ie. The Passage turned on a gut-buster wind for us, but the day ended
successfully with us attaining Herricks creek near the head of l/,Iet Jacket Arm.
Eain and head winds forced a tent bound Monday, with an evening paddle up to the heedof this nysterious fiord. Tuesday; ure only got as far as the entrance of l^Iet Jacket
Arm due to a strong head wind with gusts screaming down Acheron passage. Gusts so
strong that Bevan even fost his hat. The rain and wind kept up until saturday,



Lo!, on the bush, and willy-waIs on the water. Things were getting mighty damp by
this time so it was great to be on the move again, even if it r.ras only for one and
a quarter hours.
Tuo days were spent at sunday cove, a popular mooring for the Breaksea cray fishing
f1eet. We only paddled up to the John Islands due to the wind, but had some
dazzling sun for a few hours. The flshermen were as storm bound as l+e were on the
Monday, but Tuesday was good enough for them to fish so we accepted an offer for a
l-lft up to DoubtfuL Sound as lt didnrt Look like cond_itions were going to inp;.ove
enough to a11or.r paddling up there - not uithin the next few days at least and our
time was running out. Iifteen hours were spent on the rlibertyt - a hard-cl:ine
steel-huLled boat and did it' ro111 conditions deterlorated enough later in ihe day
to stop the men from fishing and steam direci,ly for Deep Cove. A 16-18 foot shark
fofloned the boat for awhiLe. visability remained poor and the rain continued to
teem dor,n for the next four days that we were at or near Deep Cove, and it e.ren
snol,/ed at sea 1evel!

Ior the last day of our trip the sun came out and showed us horv beautifuf Wilmot
Pass was. covered in snov and Lake Manapouri with snow down to laxe 1eve1. It
was magic paddling across the mirror lake with the snow blobs on the beech ti,ees,
So our memory of liordfand is pat chr^rorked with thoughts of steep-sided fiords,
covered with alf the bush one coul-d ever want, generous and hardJl fishermen,
sandflies gal-ore, curling smoking r",aves, and wispy delicat,e waterfalls, r,rith al1 this
unfai,rly coloured by this last perfeci, day, A tantalizlns memor; to entice us back
sgain s orire other iime .

-o0o-

lJote: In the fast news.l-e+,ter I provided a map to go lr:,th Tom Ar,.rurts acccunt of a
trip from l{er,; Brighton to Pieeon Bay and back to Lyttelton, Unforrunately tr-e maD
onJ-;r' covered ihe -area as .:ar a s Port Levl., so \^riih llhis nei.Jsletter r encl-ose another
nao:,rith trre whole distanc: girr^;,

- o0o-
Grahal"rle Sisson',uho huilds the Nordkapp kayak and the Pu)/sequr l(a'{a,: is nor.r r.,elf into
product.ion of iris tvro person ka;yak for rough i,Jat,6r and exoeciitrc::ar;r r.rork - .;nrie a
large kayak it can be used for cav trips. Looking over one of ilese crar-t :e::r,-uly
I was impressed wi-th the qua11t]; of work and thoughfihai has gone into the i::i5n
and placing of afl the fl-"',,ings. Str often builCers only get_ as izr as thin,:_na
out the hull shape, Thls boat is based upon the original devefc::ent wor:fi i:at
Paul Caff:in ani Grahame di.j for Lhe trans-Tasnan kalyak, The rudi:r iittirg.- :rouiC
certainfv stand u! to rough treat,ient vet with lts bafancei rudd=: blade shoi-ld be
ver;/ sensirir:e to use. Gra]]ane is il'lreatenins to -1-ake 

'le f or a -:aidle sone-,-_;e
rrhen he r.al f inC a rough enough day. 'y,rb iie on the subi.cr, oi ,:a---aners cat-.1:s !
he afso hrres cur, kayaks -"re I he seiIs, the liea 'ceing te"--r, if ;;:: are not slir. tf
vou want a Nordkapp or a ?uvsegar you can t.rl; theln out on a t,ri:. Ii you cr::r a
boat then Gl-ahame wilL reiard the hire as palr'nent fo:" rhe <avair. -ln exceiie:^r,
idea. As Grahame is flar, out uri*,h or:lers be asrs that tf oossi':_: niease a.i::i
calling on hir,r an the fact,ory until aft,er 3 pm in the da1,-. Graha:e persona__.
builds every boat tbat coires from his facrorl,,: lhe onfy ,ra1.. to -:e: consistel-,,
quality cont;.of" and lt 1s 'oest if he can get a straiqht, run on :ach job.

-o0o-
Enclosed is a list of padales availabl6 fr"om Steve Chapman. I recently sar,, a
number of these paddles and i,ra s nost. imprFssed with the qual-it],, cl r.rorknansii:
and 1ow welght of these paddles. The i"rhi'r.ewater paddle does not ::ave a conca,re
face, which is unusual hur. those paddfers rhal harre used ,r,hem salj that thelr are
very good to use and are excellent for slafon paddling. The sea l:aya1i padd_e: nave
a fow area blaoe and are also veri liqirt - anirbody ini,erested in :u1ti-ipor"r,
events would 1or.s 15a=a naidles too.
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