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NZCA EXEC NEWS

[he Presidant of the NZCA&,
Huzh Canard, rasigned at 'he last
NZCL sxecutive mestng on 8th
August Hughreportadrhathe had
recently bought ihe Ocean River
(which oper-
ates a sea kavak hire and guided trip
operation In the Abel man Ma-
nal Park) and he therefore had a
canftict of interest which compelled

of ints
31 A5 president
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the move towwards 3 {ederation
make each discipline astonomous
and responsible for itsell He has
heen vary supportdve of KASK
While we welcome Hughasa
iscriber fothe News! 'I:l:er-:s.“flw
2a kayaking commercial opera
, his ability as President and his
fairness and 'ar< of political maotives
will be missed on the executive.

&lan Thompacnas Vice Presi-
dent will take over the Prasidents

role in the maanime.
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BACK ISRUES

Back izsues {rom number 37
are available fromthe editor ata cost
of 31.00 each.
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LETTERS TO TEHE EDITOR

L ade
Dear Paul
I have recently spoken

with a phetographer friend
of mine who 5ea
kavaks as means to get to
his phetagraphic subjects.
He has just spent several
weaks in Fiordland caking
phetos  and ~ generally
having a time. I
believe the trus break-
through of this crip is in
his choice of paddle. He
used a *ESpeedblade’ pro-
peller paddle and reported
he found NC disadvantages.

usas

greatc

only advantages. I would
like to know if other

this
similar
sonaily T think
the “‘wing®' type paddle
has got to be the major
advance in kayaking this
I would like to
gae more paddlers at least

have tried
¥=1 on

paddlers
paddla t
trips. Pe

century .

Lry one.
Yours sincerely
Crahame Sisson

THE AUCKLAND SCENE
latest npaws
Vinocent  Ma 3 T

It seems strandgse

Tha from

that in
4 maritime city like
Auckland, it is  still
possible o undertakes a
trip that has never bheen
done baefore. Thiz iz what
Laurie Bugbee had in mind
when ha organised an

*Around the Isthmas® trip.

Talking to wveteran =sea
kayvakers, Laurie discowv-

ered there still cne
route waiting to be pad-
dled by zea kavakers. By
following old Maori por-
tage routes,
tidez in two harbours
coincided with the
paddler's timetable, he
devised a route that zome

Was

making sure

Chought couldn’c ke done.

But thisz was no crdinary
trip. Firstly it was lim-
ited to Sea Bears., This
was Lo acknowledges the
influence Ron and Nancy
Augustin have had on sea
kayaking in Auckland.

Secondly, Colin Moore
joined the trip. Colin
writes a regular Outdoors

column Che New Zea-
land Herald and a year or
S0 Ao, wrote a story
about zea kKavaking. BRe-
caently he purchased a
Puffin from the Auckland
Cance Centre and was 1in-
vited to the trip.
sharing a double 52a Bear
with Damien Milicich.

for

join

The group left 3t Heliers
ar &,20am, paddled up the
harbour ko the Whau River
then [ollowed this moaddy
waterway until 1T narrowad

into the New Lynn indus-
trial astate. The group
then portaged thelir sea

bears on trollevs for 3.5
kms tTo Grescn Bay whare
they launched 1into the
Manukau Harbour. The next
lag took the group past
Onehunga Lo some  of

Puckland‘s worst indus-

trial pollution on the
way to Otahub aor the
final portage across the
isthmus to the Tamaki

Fiver, and the final 13km

sy To St Heliers.

N e
The group made it back Co
the starting point by Gpm
and it has been decided to
make this an annual event
- and even to allow other
makes of sea kayvaks to
take part. The May 20
izszue of the Wew Zealand
Herald carried a half
page story by Colin Moore
on the voyage. It gener-
ated a lot of interest

_'\

with Laurie, the dugustins
and the Auckland Cance
Centre getting many calls

from readers wanting to
know more about sea

kayaking.

Planning for Coastbhusters
Sea Hayak sSyvmposium 1is
underway . It will be held
at MERC at Long Bay on the
weekend of Hovember 6, 7
& 8. The themse will be
‘Places Lo go, people Lo
gowith. " Far information,
contact David Rcobhertson
(09) 4883-0383.

SEA HKAYAKING IN FRANCE

Vincent Maire describes a
recent vizit to France.

returnad o

rance Lo old
friend whao Zea
kayvalk centre in Douarnenes
in Brittany. I first met
Boarnard Moulinwhile hitch
hiking in Wales in 1974.
He visited New Zealand in
1583-834 and so it was good
to zes him again and £ind
cut what he was doing at
L assoclation TARID.

Recently, I
wisit an
Tuns a

The organization he runs
is best described as a
large sea KkKayvak colul,
althcocugh other sports are
included. It iz bazed in
a disused factery and has
over 50 sea kKayaks many of

which were not in wvary
good condition. I com-
mented on tThis and
Eernard s reply said a

lot for human nature. The
club owns the boats, not
the members, so they do
not take great care of
them. I alsc got the
impression that club
nembership fees do not
buy rche but
the city council does.

sea kayaks,

1

J
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And hersin lies another
interesting story.

Dodarnenaez is a fishing
town but derives much of
its income from tourism.
It has some magnificent
beaches and 1s great s=a
kayaking country. Whils
paddling one evening with
Bernard, I commented on
the fact the beaches lock
g0 unspoilt. Fields of
wheat right te the
sand and the only houses
warae thosea
farmers.
sive number of
that wvisic
vear, 53 million at ths
latest count, how come
the land developers hadn’tc
get their

on  this
real estate? The
answer was simple. The
mayor and most of the
councillers were ocommu-
nistsz and wouldn't allow
ic.

warlt

belonging To
Given the mas-
Courists

France =ach

been able to
sticky

pPrime

fingers
"

Sea kayaking is a popular
sportc in France. I =saw
many different models of
craft, all of them
wide cockpits and
type rudders. In
part cf France
some great sea kKavaking
to be done. The coast 1=
relatively unspoilt
daserted beaches
found. The Ablantic can
get dangerously rough and
care must be taken at all
timas. There

with
skeq
Chis
there is

and
can be

are many
small islands Co explore
and I was told of islands
in the Bay of BEiscay that
+ resemble Tahiti.

Bernard has recently co-
authored a book on sea
kavaking which is selling
wall., He is planning to
vigit New Zealand in March
with a group of French

cutdoor adventurers Lo
experience sea Kavaking
in the South Pacific. IE
you ars congidering wvis-
iting France, a stop over
in Douarnensz 1s
mended. The sea kayaking
iz great and so 1s the
hospitality.

recoin-

HEWS FROM ABROAD

Melting of the
Ice Curtain

Bavan Walker and HNora
Flight mads it to Sibke-
ria, and are dus home
shertly. Hopefully the

next newsliestter will have
a full report of their
experiences. & brief
postcard from Bevan, l2th
Auvgust, notes:

Hi. We are back in alaska,
wheare the food is good and
the streets are clzan. We
had four days kavaking
out of FProvidenva.
festival went weall.
weather went bad on
The coastc

The
The
ne .
Chat we did was
very nice. Today wa are
golng up to Eotzebue, Co
kayak down a big river,
the Noatak. We are at Nome
and camped last night
next to the alirport. We
had twoe weeks kavaking in
Prince William Sound, 12
days Kayaking out of Homer
and went down the Kenai
River. The new kayak goes
well.

[Fals ooio Pad ps]
Mo news the LCwo
paddlers however it would
appear Tony and Erie in
their double Klepper made
it to Darwin. I have heard
from a kayak retailer in
Sydney that they had pulled
ot of the trip at Darwin.

from

1923

Morth-West Passage

v b 11

recelved a
tha pub-

report of

who with

I have just

photaocopy of
lished tCrip

John Andsersen
fellow Dane Vidar
made the first recent
kavak trip through the
Morth-West Passage from
Fesolute on Cornwallis
Island to Cape Micholson
in Liverpool Bay which is
near Tuktoyaktuk in the
North West Territcries of
Canada. John and Vidar
used 4.4m long single
fibreglass kayaks. On the
Sth of June they comnmenced
their journey with a skideoo
Erip across Barrow Strait.
On small they
man-hauled their kayaks
rearly all the way to
Cambridge Bay before open
water allowed them to
paddle. If anyone would
like to read some more
about this amazing trip,
please drop a line and I

Sie,

sledges,

will include a lengthy
report in the next news-
letter.

STEAIT TALEING

Several KASE neawsletter
and asked
coples of Dave
Herrington’'s trip report
on his double Cook Strait
crossing. It is an op-
portuns  time to  print
Dave's report in  full
With some comments on how
toe plan and accomplish a
major strait crossing.

readers wrobe

for

B Sf QR S
i8] Crossi

2th September 1951

by Dawve Herrington
Planning for the trip was
relatively straight for-
ward and as 1t was goling
ko be a one day trip,
there were only lunch and

safety factors to con-

_

97



sider. That is apart from
gaetting the right weather
and tidal conditions. As
we all know Cock Strait is
notoricus for bad weather.
For two weeks priocr Co my
trip, I would cut cut the
weathar map from the pa-
per daily and match "it
with the marine f{orecast
at either 3Fam or the
repeat at 5am. I was lucky
az wnat I considered the
right conditiocns Cams
round fairlyv guickly. Ths
only small problem was as
it was ccoming up to new
moon, the fidal effect
would be at its strong

ast, I had deona some drift

calculations and feund
with a one knot ocurrent

ad o a forward speed of
chrss Knots: (5.5kms fhour)
I would need to allow 20
degrees for drife. A ic
was was abt such an angls
the forvard speed wouldn't
be affected Coo much.

I left home at 2Zam. Ar-
at Titahi Bay and
got everything ready to
go by 5.30am. It was still
guite dark with only a
white mini hresaker line
showing in the reflecticon
of the strest lights. our
arcund the corner I pad-
dled, the BErothers Island
light came into viaw and
I could see a black out-
line of Mana Izland. Af-
ter half an hour the day
was breaking and another
15 minutes later, I could
sag the outline of the
Sputh Island. By this
time I was south of Mana
Island and it was just a
case of paddling towards
the South Island, seeing
the odd leog fleating in
che sea. About 10lkms out,
I ran cout of the tidal
current so the next hour
or S0 was wvery stralght

riwved

forward. Just over half-
way across, I ran into a
tidal current again. I
coirld see thse difference
in the sea when I came to
it. This was much stronger
than the eastern side and
build up
into quite a choppy sea to
where I passed 2kms north
f rthe Brothers Islands,
vou could ses the white-
caps and hear the noise of
the mover water closer to

continued to

the islands. Going through
this progress
somewhat . In fact I paild
close attention to the
land marks to make sure I

slowad my

was actually mewving for-
Wwards., Clear of the

fecided to
southwards

Brothers, I

head slightly
to a small bay amonost the
rocky shoreline. Now this
iz where things became
intereszting and the water
was really on the move. 1

didn‘t realize at the
cime et I was in the
middle of some rather
large eddies. The same as
a river only on a much

bigger scale. It toock me
over an hour to paddle the
2kms from the Erothers to
the Scuth Island shore. I
was swepht backwards for
nearly the same distance
as I had to cross. 1
landed on a steep and
stony shore where I had
Ilunch and climbed some
rocks to obzerve the ad-
dies in full motion. My
lunch break was one hour
before I put the kayak
parallel to the sea 50 1T
wouldn't slide into the
warter while I was getting
in. Once in and comfort-
able T turned towards the
sea and sort of lunged in
with the help of gravity
from my position on the
zhara.

I paddled north staying
very olose to the shore
uncil I cleared Cape
Koamaru. The shoreline
horae was all wery inter-
esting with steep cliffs
and heoles in the rocks
where the ssa had pounded
them. I had decided to
give mys2lf a bit more
room to the north of the
Brothers. This with the
slack at high tide made
the start of my return
trip quite relaxing. On
my way back I saw a seal
lying with ane
Elipper held up out of the
water as if waving to me.
When I for a
closer look it just lifced
its head a coupls of Cimes
for a hreath of air and
moved about a bhit staving
15m from me all che cime.
Afrer ciroumnavigating the
seal, I headed on towards
Titahi Bay incalm pleasant
conditions. I was start-
ing to feal a bit weary by
this time so I paddled for
23 minputes and stoppad
for 5 minutes bto rest. As
I was nearing Mana Island
the tidal current becams
very apparent again,
making it slow going at
times. The sun went down
and I paddled the last
part in dusk on a glassy
sea, a most pleasant
evening to finish a long
day .

that was

weni- over

The whole trip took 12
hours 4% minutes and
measured 35.5kms  (each
way] onn the chart in a
straight line, but I'm
sura I didn't go in 2
straight line.

David Herrington.

dd




notes by Paul Catfyn

irstly congratulations

to Dave for a well planned
and exsecutad

Crossing.

double

S2traikt crossings are much
moere committing than

coastal cruising for three

main reasons:
1. straits are gensrally
subject to strong tidal
ztream £low and some are
subject to both strong
current an
flow.

2. crossings take the

paddlier a

o
o
-
L
=]
e
4}
u
o
:;i
8

fromthe security of shore

3 straits betwsen high

B

and maszses, are subject

to strong winds where the

straam 1s funneled

r
betwaan the Cwo

Land

The two essential &
of a successfiul stbra
crossing are first
planning and second
execution. The noktes ha-

low apply not
=

subject to
eam flow.

EPlanning: The threes im-
portant sources of in-
formation regarding
straits are the relevant
volums of thae ‘Pilet’ the
relevant marins chart and

talkkles or

ook Straik, which
i a good example to
discuss as it 13 subject
Cidal

flow,
funneling of the wind
botwaen the Neorth and
South islands, page 86 of
the ‘Mew Zegaland Pilot!

FraT

shreat
plus

edition} has a

lengthy section on the

strait with informaticn
on the tidal streams and
It describes the
tidal

wialencs, [or axample:

current.

WS

arsas  for

hs the tidal streams 1n
stralt are

pacially off

Terawhitl where they at-
tain a rate of 5 knoks and
upwards at springs, when
the wind opposes the tidal
sbreams a turbulent sea
which

vary heavy gales may be

is raised, with

dangsrous en to large

High water
on bhe wastaern side of
Coox Stralt occcours about
5 hours later than on the
that

when ikt 1g high water on

eaztern side, SO

cns sids, it iz nearly low

water on the other.’

reading of the
descriptions of the
paztern and western sides
of the strait allowa full
ploture Lo be built up of
the tidal stream activ-

ity . The important slack

reference
Wellington, and 1t is
important to note that
more often than not, They
do not correspond To high

ar lowwater tide times on

Snora.

during spring

weakest during neap tides,
it is impertant teo con-
sult the Mavtical Almanac
ocr set of tide takles to

pick a pericd of neap
tides {minimal Cidal
r

The marine chart often
has mors detailed infor-
matbion than iz contained

in the “Pilot’ . A diamond

symbxal, with a alphabet
iatcar, in the straik
will be referenced in a
tidal stream table on tha
Tidal

straeam dirsction {in de-

edge of Che chart.

grees) and strength {in
knots] are given at haourly
z plus the slack
watar Cimes reference a
main port or

incarv

secondary

vy i

Start and finish points
for a crossing nesd to be
researchad,. Wheres a stralt
iz long with relatively
stralght coastclinas, for

instance Foveaux Eiralt

or Shelikof Strait betwsean
Eodiak Island and the
Alaska Feninsula, the
choice 1s the shortestc

"land to lands stralght
i 1. Whare a

strailk has capes or resfsd
headlands jutting out
seawards into the narrow-
est part, 1t 1z best to
look for a longer cross-
ing as thase haadlands/
invariably have

tidal stream

activity in the wawy of

capes

viocleaent
overfalls, races and rips.
On a4 calmday, the paddlier
may ke able to fight
such areas,
however with any weather

through

tide effect, wind hlowing
tidal stream
these areas nead treating
with

respect.

against

great caution  and

Trer Anptoaches
Crossing

Lo =]

Thare are two differsnt
means of eaxecuting &
crossing.

The £irst is the big ferry
glide, cidal
stream strength is cal-
culated and an angle of
drift iz alleowed during
the course steered for

where the




the crossing. Dave
Herrington worked out a
course Correction of 20
degrees for btidal stream
drift during his north Lo
south cressing. This ena-
Llez the paddler Lo leave
zshore at slack watsr and
cross  while the cidal
stream is flowing in one
direction.

The second is Caffvn’s
cunning slack water mid-
gtrait method,. Ever since
my first strait cressing,

Cook Strait in 197%, I

have wused tThis method
with great success. It

invalves caleulating the
Cime i1t will take me Co
make the crossing, say
chree hours for a 12 mile
crossing. I subbtract 1.5
hours froma davitime tidal
stream slaclk water time,
arnd set this as my starh
Thus I should be
mid-strait when the tidal
streams turn. Having cal-
culated the course to be
stearaed, I

Cime.

atear that
course for the thres hours,
with ne allowance for
drift until I have
Fually

wip=
completed tha
crossing. Maintaining the
same course means a dog-
leg course 1is paddled.
For instance in Cook
Straiv, I start with the
lagzt 1.% heours of ths
north-going tidal stream
which by mid-strait drifts
me well north of my oomn-
pass chartk.
Drift is then minimal for
the short period of slack
water, after which the
south-goling tidal stream
drifts me back south so
that T should arrive at my
aiming peint. The adwvan-
tages of
are:

line on tha

this technigue

4. only one compass course

\.

is necassary with no need
for drift allowance; wery
handy if wvisibility dete-
ricrates with fog or miskt
B. the paddler misses the
full mid-tidal stream
strength both mid-straic
and on both sides of the
strai
. 1f the wind 1ifts
during the crossing, then
the weather tide effect
is minimized.

ot

Optimizipg TFawvourabhle
;CHEI 5 |_: H E.ng'|

To ensurse suocess, 1t is
impertant to optimize both
favourable weather and
tidal conditions. Az noted
above, the optimum tidal
straam conditions are
during neap tides, when
tidal stream activity is
at its weakast . Favour-
able weather conditions
are nol 4s @asy to predict
and will not always co-
incide with neap tides.
It is necessary to ob-
gorve bthe weather maps
and wait until there iz a
vary weak pressura

gra-

dient across the Cock
Strailt area. Cold front
situacions should be

avoided like the plague
for Cook Strait, as the
MwWly winds preceding the
front funnel through the
strait while a abrupt
changa to southerly winds
accompanies the passage
of the front across the
strait. In 197%, ewven
though I was superbly £it
atter the 1700 mile Horth
Izland trip, I walted
seven days for favourable
conditions to cross Cook
atraic.

"\
COOR STRAIT RAYARING
HISTORY
I hav
snippets

purloined a few
of history from
Graham Egarr's article in
‘Mew Zealand Canceing &
Raftingr, HNo 30,
1533,

Spring

The first successful sin-
gle kKayak Cook Strait
Crossing was accomplished
on the 23ird of February
1890, Gecrge and James
Parkes, from Heokitika, used
two Fob Roy style planked
kayaks - George’s ‘Sunbeam’
was 14 feet long and weighed
75 pounds. They left Mana
Izland at 2.30am, passed
Cape Koamarwu at Tpm, and
pattled headwinds for 2
hours Dbefors reaching
Picton., Total time in the
kayaks was 30.% hours. The
first double cance cross-
ing was in 18%5 by W & G
Fitzgerald frem Porirua
Harbour to Cape Koamaru,
and the first solo kayak
crossing was by 16 year old
H.V. Shearman who crossed
in a Rob Roy style kavak
with a small lug

fitced

zail.




