THE

LAST NOTES FROM
PAUL CAFFYN

Fanl iz now back in New Zesland,
however L think it is sppropriste @
ound off his ioports with details
from his last letter, received Iate
Avgust ard givieg an account of the
lzst fow daye of his trip in Alnska.

A vory osvcceesful txip, onded at
Mame on the ovenire of 10 August.
A tatel of 2762 miles, 89 days, with
2 weathor bound days aod 8 rest
daya, That is about 30 miles per day
averege over the entire trip, or 35
eiles por paddling day. Paul says
that he s quits chuffed with thia
averzge 1ate considering that he was
carrying ail his water, food, camping
goor, clothing for the cold, ote on the
boaje of quite long sections before
1e-gtocking.

The kayak is now packed awny at
Mome for the winter, so obviously
“zul is thinking of returning for
further paddling in the area. Mome,
incidently, is about half-way around
the coast of Alaska.

When Paul wrote, he was back in
Anchorage coiching up on all the
activity, paddling wise. One chap,
Dowg Van Hiton led a successful
teamn from HNome to Providepiya
which iz in the Soviet Union, roughly
level with Nome but on the other
side of the Bering Styait on the
Chukchi Peninsula, and neoding quite
a trip up north before crosging the
Strait and then paddling down south
slong the Soviet coast. The trip had
2 Jopzness and 2 Russian paddlers
Faul reports that paddling on the
Soviet gide of the Bering Strait
gounds fanteatic with very friendly
folk sod mony historical eites worth

SEA GCANO
NEWSLETTER

vigiting, Doug

in  proposing a2
gathoring of kayokem at Provideniya
in Avgust 1992 - ekin bozts and allf

As far pa the last fow weekn of Paul's
trip wes concerped, ho zeports that
the Kuakokwim-¥Yubkon Delta was the
absolute diabolical pits with moud
flats drying out 10 milez from the
tundia const, and a diwnnl tidel
cycle, that i, only ons big flood tids
evory 24 hours, and even then the
tide only coming within 2 miles of
the eolid shoreline. Paul epent two
nights stuck out on the mud flats, out
of sight of both the shore pmd the
sea. "Boy, was I glad to hit a gravel
beach again!”

The Iast week was meglc, eand
beachea by limestons cliffs with
plenty of bird-life and eottipd hot
sunny weather. Faul madeo the lpat
173 miles into Nome in 4 days nith a

End

33 mile creasing of Moston Bound.

"The contact with tho =kima folk
has boon great. Even szw old 'skin’
boats in thiee villeges {(onlion, not sosl

gkin). The bonis in uso today oio
aluminium  ekiffs  with  big
outboards”,
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SEA KAYAK
MINI SYMPOSIUM

Sisson Kayaks, Dave Robertson sod
the Auckland Canoe Contie are
combiuing to run a weckend of sea
kayslk instruction, demonstration and
kayak try-oute st Takspuna Basch on
QOctober 13 zad 14 1lam to €pm.
Theee two days aze by invitation only
go you will need to register your
intereat protty quickly if you would
like an invitation. These days are for

P 0O Box 28
NELSON

Bl T D U——

‘Batiy level’ only but will got as
involved pa the participaots waot to
got.  Regiter by writing to Simzon
Induotrice, 8A Allen Strect, Meloon.

Thia will be the first of & number of
such ovents to be run around the
conntry under the avepices of TASK
TASK iz the orgonieation that was set
up in May after the Coast Buaters
gympotinm. "TASE comes from the
full titlo of the organieation - Trade
Acnpcintion of Sea Knynking  The
orgauicntion is an independont body
of people and companica invelved in
the moanufacture, instruction and
promotion of sea kayaking. So far
ail the soajor manufacturers  of
kayske, eud mont of the smaaciated
gesr  retatlers have joined TASK
along  with tho maie  icstructor
grganitetionsfcommpanicen.

While on this sobject, make a note
that tho Conetbusters mecting in
Auckiand next year will bo the
weckend of April 26,2728, The Sea
Keayek Porum in Helson will bo the
woekend of Aprilt 121314 1991

(fortnight  after  Hoster).  Both
weokonds will be tun under the
TASE. orpeniestion.  The RMolson
Formma  with  be  completely
eorganiact and  much  more

structured than last vear, with a
number of events running at the
same time 8o that participants will be
abls fn pick and choose  those
subjectsfactivitiea that interent them
most, Skl instruction, including
rolling instruction, will be running
threvghout  the weekeond Fall
programmes for both eventa will be
circuleted in the next few months.
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MORE GN
THE RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT LAW
REFORM BILL

The Resoures Management Law
Reform Bill has  been  delayed
through ths houss and the pressnt
Covermnznt will not have it passed
this  somion  becauze of  the
complexity of the Bill and the
unwillinguess of the Opposition to
allow it through without substantial
modification.  This is unfortunate
give the almost two yeara of public
consultation that hes already gone
into drafting  the Bill The
Departmoent of Conservation bave,
however, pushed on with matters that
1elate to the Bil, in particulas the
draft policy on coastal management.
Thiz docwmment is now available for
public comment. Because it has
considerable impact on the coastal
area where sca kayakers paddle, I
would wige a2l paddlers to make
themselves  familinr  with  the
document. Regional Councils will be
working on  coestal management
plons thet will put the policy iato
effect.

Public gnbmissions on the draft
paoticy were colled for, and were to
be into the DoC Head Office by Spm
on Friday September 14 Although
this date will have passed by the time
you reccive this newsletter, because
of the delay in passing the RMLR
Bill, you might still consider a
gubmistion, Submissions, and copies
of the draft document can be
obtained from:

The Mansger

Consts and Water Section
Department of Congervation
FO Box 10-420
WELLINGTON
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FIORDLAND
EXPEDITION
PADDLERS WANTED

Sca kaynkers wented for a small
group to do a Fiordland tyip (e Wae
Wae Bay te Douwbiful or Milford
Sound) for 3 svecks, leaving early
Februsry 1991, Fasticipants will
need to have reliable roll, good lovel
of fitnees and a scnze of humour.
Contact:
Eric VYan Toor
39 Massden Road
GREY!*OUTH
Phone (0276908

or (027)7206 Bua.
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RESCUE

Laat year, memberz of the Kska
Point Swf Life Saving Club were
presented with the WESTPAC
QUTSTANDING REBCUE OF THR
YRBAR award, an award that is given
each year to a potable rescue within
the Surf Lifsenving movement. The
award was for a gescue of eea
kayakers, and the story is worthy of
mention. Appuarently two kayakers,
members of 2 amall paty  of
kayakess, had bren bGlown offehore
gouth of Balclutha A local
fisherman contacted the Surf Rescue
LR.B (Inshore Regcue Boat) crew.
The IBB crew found the first
kayaker L1.5km offshore. He was
conscious  but  suffering from
hypothermis. The second kayaker
was oventually found clinging to a
reef  S00m  offshore, but being
thrown about by the swrge of the
swell; being washed off the reef but
managing to scramble back each
time.

Robin Beattie, the IRB skipper, took
the rescue boat close in to the rock
gnd Stuart BHdens (IRB crewiman)
swam S50m to the rock, fitted a
1escus tubs and managed to bring the
kayaker back to the IRB.  Both
kayaker and Stuart were much
battered by the experience when a
wave washed them into a cleft in the
rack,

Onoo thess two kayakers were eshore
and into an ambulancs, the IRB then
weturned  to sea to  loente  the
remeinder of the party, They were
found after 8 one hour search.

When the details of this unfortunate
incident have been described to other
gza kayakers, the zeaponse hos been
to reply with ene of the following
comments:

1. "Ch, but they were not club
peaple”

2. "Yes, but were they real eca
kayekers, or were they
inexperienced paddicra?”

3. "But this wouldn’t have happened
had they been using purpose-built
gea kaynkal”

The fimt comment iz totally
irrelevont, the eecond in a cop-out
(what exzctly is a '1cel sea kaynker' -
how much expericnce do you need to
qualify as a sea kayaker?), and the
third comment s an sdmission that
you need neither common genfe nor
gkill to go sen kaysking provided you
have the best equipment. People
who give one of tho above replics
dizplny appalling attitudes to safety.
About 28 appalling as the paddler
who  recontly asdvised  another,
inerperienced paddler, that he could
po enywhere in a 'Southern Light’
paddling it eolo. The fact is, the high
initin} stability of the larger double
gea  kayaks  have lulled some
incompetent paddless into thinking



that they are totally idiot-proof
boats.

In May I happened to look up the
drowning statistics for kayakers and
canocists. Since 1980 through until
May 1990 there have been 27 deaths
by drowning in kayaks and canoes in
New Zealand. Only 10 of these have
been on whitewater or swiftwater
rivers, that is about one third. All
the rest have been on lakes, estuaries,
or on coasstal paddles. 4 were on
open coustal sitantions and 1 on an
offshore trip (across to Great Barrier
Island).

It scems to me that there ia
gomething seriusly amiss with the
way kayoking skills, at entry level,
are taught. My perception is that in
New Zealand we have focused on
whitewater tiver kayaking to such an
extent that we have lost gight of the
real necds of the average paddlern
Bugic skills should include deep-
water  vecovery procedures, purty
management, contingency planning,
and SAR procedures. The necds of
the sca kayaker, in torms of skills, are
cloger to the needs of the average
gheltered water paddler, thun that of
the whitewater paddler. Whitewater
paddling skills need to be developed
upon & basic kayek skills course.
When demonstrating skills at the
Coastbusters Sea Kaysk symposium
in Aucklind in May, 1 was very
surprised that o many participants
regarded some of the skills being
demonstrated and (uilked about, as
being new of in some way advanced
techiniquea. Theae days, even cakima
roliing ia a busic technique.

It is interesting to note that the
Canadian Park Service have tecently
held a workshop of sea kayaking
experts and interested partics in
order to facilitate the development of
gafety standarde. I have a copy of
the initial draft discussion poper
which will be used by the CPS to

develop their standards and the
icquirements for sea kayak guides.
The appendix to the discussion paper
is encloged with this newsletter. It
geems to me that until you can say
that you mcet these requirements, or
pretty close to them, you have mo
right taking others out onto the sea
in kayaks, whether as a commerical
operator, instructor, or club trip
leader.

In NZ we sre developing a Code of
Practice for sea kayak hire operators
which will eventually come under the
control of the Mianistry of Transport.
Unless recreational sea kayakers get
their act tagether, the end result may
be the imposition of standards that
will be difficult to meet.
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QAJAQ

In a newly published book called
QAJAQ-Kayaks of Siberia and
Alagka, David W Zimmerly has this
to say about the different types of
Layaks of the Aurctic

"..The Greenland Eskimos designed
low-profite, low-volume sea kayaks
with a necedle shape and upswopt
enda. Typically 17-18 feet long,
these narrow (sbout 19-inch) hard-
chined boats with their V-bottom
cross sections demanded the utmost
gkill from a paddler. These boats
requited  that  their  paddler
continually balance with either
peddle or body movements. The
Gieenlunders responded with over 25
capsize recovery techniques, both
golf- and tcam-rescue tactics, With
Lis watertight sealskin parka sealed
tightly around the cockpit rim,
wrists, and head, the kayaker faced
capaizing  with  relatively  little
trepidation.

The boats’ ultra-low profile shed the
Arctic gales well and was difficult to
spot from a seal's-eye view. But the
fow, flat decks offered little carrying
capacity for captured game. Instead,
the Greenland hunters wsually towed
their querry home using complex
toggle systems..."

It is the kaysk of the western coast
of Greenland t{hat modern gea
kayakers have chosen as the model
for their recreational craft. Omne
beging to wonder if it was the right
boat. However you wish to view it,
the kayak requirea skill on the part
of the paddler in order to be aafe.

4 The Baffin Islanders, who also
hunted sea mammals, solved the
scaworthinessfcarrying capacity
problera in a second, far different
manner. They built wide, flat-
bottomed kayaks that were 8o stable
that capsize recovery techmiquea
were not needed, or at lezst not
learned. These most stable of ail
Arctic kayaks had flured sides and
high cockpit cosmings, nearly
eliminating the need for a upray
gkirt. They had great game-carrying
capacity atop their broad, flat
afterdecks - up to 1,000ibs.  The
design is rather agile, but requires
hard paddling..."

Perhaps we ought to switch to these
latter type of kayak as the maodel
upon which to develop recreustional
kayaks (or is 'Qujuq’ the correct
spelling?).
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